FAQs on Napier Grass as
Alternative Feed

FAQDR 0017

. Hybrid Napier grass(CO-3) is a perennial plant that is a cross breed between

1_ \/\/hat IS Pennisetum purpureum (elephant grass) and Pennisetuem americanum. It grows

. really tall with vigorous vegetative growth (at least 2 meters at maturity) and can

Napler graSS? survive in diverse soil types. It is popularly used as feed for cattle in East African,
Asia and other parts of the world.

3' HOW |O|’1g does lt take_ It takes about 90 - 100 days after planting to harvest Napier
befo fe you can harvest Nap|er? depending on the rainfall pattern of the area.

It has more tillering effect than most grasses that is fed to cattle.

5 W h IS N a |e r bette r tha n The young grown Napier at less than 1-meter height has more
J y p energy & protein content than most grasses grown within
Nigeria. It is also ranked amongst the highest yielding pasture

CO n\/e nt | O n a | g ra SS’p per hectare and very nutritious to cows. It has also been proven
by BIF to increase milk yield by over 150% when fed to lactating
at a minimum quantity of about 15-20 kg fresh weight per

cpending on its weight.
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7. HOW dO Feeding of napier grass to livestock is achieved through cut and carry. It is best to

o cut Napier before feeding it to cows. Allowing cows to graze directly may destroy

feed Napler tO the plant and contaminate the Napier fodder with their faeces. It can also shorten
my COWS? the perennial nature of the plant.

9. DOGS Nap|er grow With regular watering/irrigation Napier can grow all year
g} dry season? round inclusive of dry season.

11 . Ca I’] | feed my g OatS Yes, Napier is nutritious feed for most ruminant animals

including goats and sheep and one hectare can

an d S h ee p N a p | e r? comfortably feed over 50 sheep & goat per annum.

13. Where can | buy Napier seedlings?

Napier cuttings are sold by the Ballol-Ndurgol Co-operative Union of
the Ladugga - Kachia Grazing Reserve, Kaduna State. Mallam Salihu
Yunusa 09094687885 is the contact person.

Also, NASRUN Nig. Ltd another commercial grower facilitated by BIF
in Jere Kaduna state sells Napier seedlings and can be reached on
08034228381 (Dr. Dahiru Murtala)
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